Councillor Paul Hopfensperger

Report to Howard Estate Association of Residents and Tenants (H.E.A.R.T.)
Monday March 18, 2019
1. Last report as one of your St Edmundsbury Borough Councillors
Tonight, is the last night I will stand here as one of your two St Edmundsbury Borough Councillors. As
of Sunday March 31st, 2019, St Edmundsbury Borough Council will cease to exist. On Monday April 1st,
2019 the West Suffolk Shadow Council will take the place of St Edmundsbury Borough Council (SEBC)
and Forest Heath District Council (FHDC) until the fourth day after the May 2nd election (May 6th).
On Monday May 6th, the new Council will become West Suffolk Council and will consist of 64
councillors, that's 8 less than the original two SEBC & FHDC councils (72 Councillors), but the wards will
be larger. This will in fact save the new council and council tax payer money compared to how it was
previously.
So, with the new format, St Olaves Ward (Howard Estate, Marham Park and a small part of the
Mildenhall Road Estate) will be represented by:
•
•
•
•

2 x Bury St Edmunds Town Councillors
2 x West Suffolk Councillors
2 x Suffolk County Councillors (Tower Division Councillors – NOT Marham Park)
1 x Suffolk County Councillor (JUST Marham Park, Thingoe North Division Councillor currently represented by my wife, Cllr. Rebecca Hopfensperger, Suffolk County Council
Cabinet member for Adult Care)

That is at least until 2021. Suffolk County Council is currently starting a review of its Division
boundaries, and hopefully Tower Division will change as it is my belief that it is way to big in
its current format. The Suffolk County Council Divisions will then be aligned to incorporate
the current St Olaves Ward boundaries i.e. To include Marham Park.
2. Local Elections – Thursday May 2nd, 2019
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So, bearing all of that in mind, on Thursday May 2nd, there will be an election for you to choose who
you wish to represent you on the Bury St Edmunds Town Council and West Suffolk Council for the
next 4 years.
I will be standing to represent you again as a Bury St Edmunds Town Councillor and West Suffolk
Councillor, as I am at present. I hope that I have done enough to earn your vote again for the next four
years. It has been an honour and a pleasure, and I hope the people of St Olaves Ward trust me to
represent them again.
Full information on the election including how to register to vote by post if you have not done so
already can be found by visiting the link below:https://www.paulhopfensperger.com/elections

3. Bury St Edmunds Town Council PCSO Team now has Two Members
As stated at last month’s meeting, the Bury St Edmunds Town Council recently appointed a new and
very experienced former Police Officer, Mark Ellis as our replacement Police Community Support
Officer to replace Emily who left us to become a fully-fledged Police Officer. As you may have seen on
my “We Really Love Bury St Edmunds!” Facebook Page, Mark has been out ticketing illegally parked
cars in the town as has been requested many times by residents.
I am delighted to inform you that on March 11th, a further P.C.S.O Started with us. Her name is Jessica
Cullen-McLeod who joined her colleague, Mark on the beat around the town last week. Any policing
issues you may have, still report them in the same way (999 for Emergency or 101 for Non-emergency
- https://www.police.uk/contact/101/) and they will be dealt with in the correct manner.

P.C.S.O. Mark Ellis

P.C.S.O. Jessica Cullen-McLeod

4. New Community Centre

As you may know, I am one of the Newbury Community Centre Committee appointed
representatives on the new Community Centre Project Board. The new centre along with the
associated 70 houses in St Olaves Road, are still on target for commencing in the autumn of
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this year – 2019. We are all very excited about this project, and like so many people on St
Olaves Ward we are looking forward to it eagerly. I hope to give further updates at next
month’s meeting.
5. New Post Office and Vegan Café

As you may have seen in the press and on the various Facebook groups, Allison’s Eatery was
granted planning permission last week for the much-anticipated Vegan Café and Post Office.
Now that she has planning permission, she hopes to have the Café open by the first week in
May. The Post Office will follow soon after the café is due to the paperwork which needs
completing to open a Post Office now that planning permission has been granted. This should
only be a few weeks afterwards.
I was asked by a resident if dogs will be allowed into the building as it will be a post office as
well as a Café. I can confirm that dogs on leads will be allowed into the building.
This is very exciting for the people not only of the Howard Estate, but also all of St Olaves
Ward.

Paul J. Hopfensperger
_________________________________________________________________
Cllr. Paul Hopfensperger
Independent Councillor for St Olaves Ward
St Edmundsbury Borough Council, Bury St Edmunds Town Council and West Suffolk Shadow Council

-3-

18/03/2019

