Councillor Paul Hopfensperger

Report to Howard Estate Association of Residents and Tenants (H.E.A.R.T.)
Monday October 19, 2018
I would just like to start by saying that there is an incredible amount of work going on behind the scenes
on your behalf at the moment, and we are in changing and very political times as we lead up to next
year’s local elections.
You may have seen some of the very aggressive letters emanating from one political party and its
supporters and councillors in the press over the past few weeks. I would just like to remind everyone that
I am an Independent Councillor for St Olaves Ward, and I am proud of that fact, and proud to have
represented you since 2005. I just try and do the job I was elected to do and try to keep myself to myself.
Recently, I have been the victim of a series of sustained personal attacks and abuse from one particular
party, and another Independent councillor. Any of you who know me, will know that I will not be bullied
by anyone, especially the big political parties or their councillors and allies. If I am politically attacked, I
will not just stand and take it, I will defend myself to the hilt. It’s how I’ve remained in local politics since
1997. Enough said on that, and here is my report.
1. Bury St Edmunds Town Council St Edmunds Day Awards
I have just come from the 2018 Bury St Edmunds Town Council, St Edmund’s Day awards. I would just
say, that when we came to vote on the winners at the October meeting of the Full Council, I was very
disappointed that the nominations from St Olaves Ward were not there to be part of the process. I was
told by another Town Councillor, that they had not been sent in. This is a shame as at last month’s
meeting, Ernie Broom read out who H.E.A.R.T. would be nominating, and I think they could well have
won.
That said, a St Olaves Ward resident has won one of the awards, and the winners were as follows:• Bury St Edmunds Town Council Citizen of The Year – Andy Abbot – For his work as Chair of
The Southgate Community Partnership, Vice Chair of Hardwick Primary School, and fundraiser for
MyWish charity.
• Bury St Edmunds Town Council Young Citizen of The Year – Chloe Hunter (of Northumberland
Avenue) – She is a Young Carer/Voluntary worker at schools and local charities as well as doing her
A-Levels.
2. St Olaves Precinct – Proposed new Café/Post Office and Shop.
I have an update for you from Allison Knight who I invited to last month’s meeting and who I am sure
you will agree, gave us a fabulous presentation.
Plans are well under way for her exciting venture, and she is hoping to open around March/April 2019.
She is currently completing all of the forms to open the Post Office, which she tells me is not a simple
process.
The lease for the premises is currently being drawn up and the funding for the project is in place.
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Allison asked me to tell you that everything about the premises will be “ECO Friendly”. There will be
second hand tables and chairs in there, with cutlery etc. that doesn’t match. It will be a very “Quirky”
venue and she will have a small shopping area also. It will be a totally unique venue, not just for this
estate, but for the entire town. There will be nowhere else like it.
I’m sure you will all wish Allison the best of luck with this venture.
3. Remembrance Day Parade, November 11, 2018

I was very honoured to be one of your Councillors at the 100th Anniversary Celebrations of the Armistice.
Cllr Murray and I were the only two there to represent St Olaves Ward and it was a packed and very
moving service on the Angel Hill, followed by a fabulous service in St Mary’s Church attended by around
800 people. I was also honoured that my two boys sung in the choir on such a special day.
4. Children’s Christmas Party
Following a very successful Halloween Party, we have now started promoting our Children’s Christmas
Party. It will take place on Saturday December 8th 2018, from 3pm until 6pm. Organisers again, are the
fabulous team led by Barbara Bannister and Val Cownley, Jade Woolnough, Mandy Cornish, Darren
Mitchell, Jo Mitchell and Katrina Cremen. I was unanimously voted in to be Santa, although I don’t
remember volunteering my services! Tickets are available from Barbara and Jade and it is heavily
promoted via social media, especially Facebook.
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5. St Edmunds Day Ceremony 2018
As someone who’s lived in Bury St Edmunds all of his life, I was again honoured to be the only Councillor
from St Olaves Ward at the annual St Edmunds Day ceremony at St Edmunds Church yesterday. Hosted
by the Mayor of St Edmundsbury, Cllr Margaret Marks, the event was held in St Edmunds Church and we
had a fabulous sermon about St Edmund by Father Mark Hackeson. He also showed us a 400 year old
chalice which has been returned to Bury St Edmunds from the USA recently. A piece of Bury St Edmunds
History back in its rightful place.
6. Western Way Public Service Village - £100 Million+ Upgrade

As I reported last month, a new Public Service Village upgrade is being considered as the next phase of
the scheme originally proposed around 2006. Without going over what you already know about it, the
important parts which have been raised over the past few years from H.E.A.R.T. include the bridge to
ASDA, improved road infrastructure and a G.P. provision this side of town. I have copied in here
my letter sent to the Bury Free Press which covers all of that and more:-
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I have asked officers at St Edmundsbury, to ensure that all of the requirements which have come from
H.E.A.R.T. over the past few years are seriously considered when designing this new facility.
7. Rubbish Problem at St Olaves Precinct

Left to right: Bins before the contract.

Right: Bins now we have a contract in place.

As detailed last month, I instigated correspondence between the owners of St Olaves Precinct,
London and Cambridge Properties Limited (LCP) and St Edmundsbury Borough Council, so that
we can keep the precinct tidy. I am delighted that a contract is now in place between the two
parties which has resulted in a cleaner precinct and a few thousand pounds per annum into the
St Edmundsbury Borough Council coffers.
It is important to note that any litter found on the floor, is still the responsibility of LCP and/or
it’s contractor. St Edmundsbury will ONLY empty the bins.
8. New Newbury Community Centre and Associated Housing
I am delighted to announce that after 7 long years of hard work, meetings, negotiation, discussions,
consultations and stress! We can today announce that The Newbury Community Association (NCA),
Suffolk County Council and St Edmundsbury Borough Council have selected one of the UK’s top ten home
builders, Keepmoat Homes to seek detailed planning permission and undertake the work at the former
Howard Community Primary School and the Newbury Community Centre sites on St Olaves Road. Here
are some key points:(1) Currently, you may have noticed drilling on sections of land, they are just inspecting it to see what it
is constructed of, purely for foundation design. They are not starting work yet.
(2) Work is currently on target to start towards the end of 2019.
(3) At present, the designs include 79 houses of which 30% will be "Affordable Housing" 20% of which
will be social housing. The housing numbers may or may not change, but the affordable/social housing
percentages will not.
(4) The old primary school building will be the first item to be knocked down and cleared using the
£670,000 Government Grant which we have managed to get towards the cost of the development. In the
meantime, I have asked for Suffolk County Council to cut the grass within the school grounds.
(6) The new Community Centre, new Children's Centre and some of the housing will be the first things
to commence, and the old centre will not close until the new one is open. The transition between the two
centres should be seamless.

-4-

Councillor Paul Hopfensperger
(7) I have asked the developers to get a sign put up on the fencing in St Olaves Road to ensure that
people know what is going on. This will happen as soon as they can get one made.
Any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me, and I will try to help as much as I can.
9. Colin and Jo White Fundraising

As you may have seen in the Bury free Press, I started a crowdfunding page for the former caretaker of
Howard Primary School, Colin White and his wife Jo. He was left tragically paralysed after falling down
the stairs last Christmas. I know Jade Woolnough has started a bucket collection, there was a bingo event
for Colin last Week at Howard Primary School, and H.E.A.R.T. will be donating from their bingo event. My
crowdfunding page has raised £3,095 and with all of these other donations, I know that there will be
enough now to build a conservatory for Colin and Jo. You can still donate online here until Thursday when
the page closes and I’m sure we all wish them well for the future:
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/a-conservatiry-for-colin-tragically-paralysed-so
10. West Suffolk Shadow Council – Civic Leadership Review
Tomorrow night at West Suffolk House at 6:30pm, the West Suffolk Shadow Council will meet to discuss
“Civic Leadership Review”.
As I have reported before, On April 1st, 2019, St Edmundsbury Borough Council and Forest Heath
District Council will cease to exist and will be replaced by West Suffolk Council. The main crux of
tomorrow’s debate in a nutshell, will be whether the new council should apply for Borough Status and
whether it should or shouldn’t have a Mayor, and whether it should be better for Bury St Edmunds Town
Council to take on the Mayoralty.
Full information can be found on the papers here:https://democracy.westsuffolk.gov.uk/documents/s30702/COU.SA.18.013%20Civic%20Leadership%20
Review.pdf
Members of the public can attend this meeting and can speak on the subject if they wish.
A person who wishes to speak must register at least fifteen minutes before the time the
meeting is scheduled to start.

Paul J. Hopfensperger

_________________________________________________________________

19/11/2018

Cllr. Paul Hopfensperger
Independent Councillor for St Olaves Ward
St Edmundsbury Borough Council, Bury St Edmunds Town Council and West Suffolk Shadow Council
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